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CONSERVATION TIIKOVGH GOOD
ROADS.

The high cost cf hauling, which hn.s

ct most vital .conr.eotlon with the high
cost of living, Is the subject of n

ctrllting contribution by Dr. Logan
"Waller Fage, Director of the United
states office cf Public Roads, to the
f.rst number cf "Conservation," n

periodical Issued under the auspices
c>; those enlightened publicists who
would conserve wie natural resources

ot this couatry. Dr. Page's plia. is

for gwod rexis evorywhrre, and he In-

dSsp-jts.My derr.or.strates the economy
L~i vaJhie Improved, highways, as

¦e^i".: i« «h?.r. '.z *J".? statements below

tiMi v- th* lists giver, by hlrn.
r*. i^ifts tis fsrr..*.- Iü the Uaited

S-.i'.:j ~hc lirt-s f l-i miles Irom

tie riilrsEc. ever "which he

liips _'.s proi\:;--s, =-.?re to haul a

i^sie". ti -'hei-, thit ils'.sr.ce bftwe?r.

i_i rt..-. 5-r.d '-he s'.itlor. thsr. It ccs:s

i -_vto ship thit fs^'-s bushel
tTx?r T.rv jr. Liverpool, Hngla._d.
. M.sc-_ ws't* the it.rr.-.tr pre¬
cis*!; :i-f c«_~s :rt. "Something !s

-erricjj.. It i* ros-ds." sirs r»r.

~r.?-t Hi is right
the

Meh¬
rt tZ'S

.-.Ft c-r tt

g It- th<
be 1250

s-cay t.-.»

.r t?n per

'tt United I
iie-ihalf the

ehi antiquated
handling our

an aidltlir.al
year. It f<?l-

Rilves I If""'. (¦''.''annually;
Recent reports of the Interstate

Cf'rr.m«rce Commission show that th<-
raüroEd« each year handle upwards
of SOO.OOt.OOO tor.s of flight originating
cn their respective llr.es Of :'r!«
nmour.t agricultural, forest and mls-
cellMWotrs proöurts form about S2 per
cent, ,^r-approxln.-Uly 2*>,000,000 '.or.?

Assume "that 200,0&0,000 tons, or l'-.cc
than 73 per cent, cf this total, were

hauled over the country roads. Then
the cost nt "S cents ;itr mile- on nr.

average hnul of CM miles would equal
S432,406.000. Add to thl? the enormous
tonnage hauled from farms to caiidls,
wharves and docks for shipment by
water. If the cosn cf this hauling Is
put nt J65.50p^000, the total woul3
reach the sum of a half billion dollar.--
hnnually. not Including; the products
hauled bach and forth between farms
and mills. If <t be tir^vd that Oils
Is a high estimate of th'- agrlctitturai
forest and miscellaneous products
hauled by wagon, let 1: be remetrib- red
that many million t<-.n* of hiliiing p.....
ducts aro hauled by wapon. Tneye j
are not coiiFldere\i i:i '.'..Is fstihiate
The high cost of hnttllng Is not

only burden wiilcli th': American
pie are shouldering on account .,' ti
existence of bad roads. f.> traveii
through a country Isolated from r/j--

itots, no one can fail to be sorrr.wfiilly i
impressed by the waste in ntitlHedi
land and by the lack r,l ..variety t:.

the products of Hi- farr'ns fio situate'!
This is "due more frcriiientl y to t.. \.
of adequate facilities thin Jan[i of
Industry and intelligentie/'
Draw a series of concentric clrc

about a hini'ltt'l (own or railroad sin-i
tlon. Cull these ''zones of i.rodut-
tlon." Assume that in fi|| :.\
bad roads esint. Jt will be ftiund th .¦

within the first zot^<- (thai ti'-arcrit t!-<
markot), all products can he s..ld .

prollt. In the, Kecoad //,t,.-. ..,

b« discovered that certain orodiltls
have been c-liuiinuted for mui k<-l
ability, because these prxnlticis cannot
be. sold at a prollt ay re.'cson ... \,
length of the hutil In the third zone
still other products will not i,f grown
for market because tit the ;;..].ii.,t;yii
cost of hauling. In a fourth zone will
l>o found only those prod nets v. h-.< .,

can. be held until the road4 ...

passable, und then iiuilkd ion.: '.n
tnncea and apld at 4 profit. Ileyon.]
this fourth zriite, lau iiüiiit r., 1, ;.
Unproductive or utilized for grazine
and timber.

Every improvement In the roads
lending I lout this ifiin kei i.ase ivideni
theau koiicb und makci! unproductive

land productive and profitable Fix-
tension of good roads In such a-situa¬
tion enables the farmer to exerclso
Wider discretion In determining tho
character of his crops. Tho construc¬
tion of Improved highways through
the zones of production cnlnrges'grcnt-
ly the prospoct of tho Individual
farmer, increases the trntno of the
railroads and causes tho consumer to
recolvo bettor supplies nt lower prices.
Thus, as Dr. Page Iltustratos tho point,
the beneficial oiTects continue In on

over-widening circle, like tho ripples
caused when a stone Is thrown Into
a pool.
There are more than 400.000,000 acres

of uncultivated land In the United
States. Improved roads will prove an
Important factor In developing this,
great domain. "Tillers of the soll Und
goldon possibilities" ns soon us they
aro brought Into touch with the mar¬
kets and can practice Intensive farm¬
ing successfully. Census reports show
that the averngc value per acre of
vegetable products In the United
States Is $42 nnd of small fruits,
SS0.S0. On the other hnnd. the average
value of an acre of corn Is $8.72, of
wheat $7.03, and of oats $7.34. The
significance of these figures Is recog¬
nized by Intelligent farmers who are
Studying the problem of how to make
their farms pay best. It Is only one
more step for thorn to recognize that
good roods aro necessary to tho satis¬
factory solution of the problem, and
if they will apply to the situation the
¦'-.one production" test, the truth of this
fact will be evident-

It Is impossible to estimate exactlyhow much good roads Increase land
values, but there is general belief that
the average Increase In the "zone of
influence" of sr. improved road Is from
$! to $?. There are S50.OÖ0.OÖ0 acres
of farm land in the United States, cul¬
tivated and uncultivated, and, there-
lore, the possibility of Increases In
values through road improvement are
well-nigh r.-.arveilous.

la the counties where there are
first c'.ass roads, the population hns
ihcresstdi in almost every case:' The
ft-c'.ior.i of country which have lost in
population fire ' conspicuous for im-
psssable roads." Illustrating this. Dr.
Pace points out that in twenty-five
counties, selected at random, in which
fcr. average of only 12-2 per cent, of
the roads were improved, the popula¬
tion between i$?0 and iseO fell awaymore' thin $,000 persons In each coun¬
ty. In another twenty-five countle?
:iV:ev.ifc selected at random, but in
which there wa* an average of 4» per
cent, of improved roads, the popula¬
tion in each county increased over

Good .»fear.* and core; schools exist
together and go hnnd in hand. "One
of the tr.oti important reasons for
good roaüs" is the effect on school at¬
tendance In the country caused by
such highways. If country schools
:;re to do their best work, the chil¬
dren must he afforded farlllii«.«; for
leacjilng school with dry feet at all jseasons of the year. Great are ih*
possibilities in a region of Improved
roads for better schools when it is
practicable for school wagons to col¬
lect regularly the pupils and haul them
to and from the graded school,, which
on account of good roads Is replacing
the little one-room, one-leac:.er
school, so numerous In many sec- jtibns of the nation. \Vhen this roads>
are put into such condition as will
make this, practice r*r.r:il, "ediicatlorä
In the United State's Tritl have re¬
ceived tremendous Impetus."

In the five State.-: of M*ssacbu«*tt3
Rhode island. Connecticut Ohio a:..:
Indiana, in which. In 1501, li.ii pe.- \
cent, of the read.« .ere improved, ~Z ;
out of 4very 100 enrolled school chil-1
dren attended school r*g-jl%r!y. In :'nt!
five States of Alabama, Mississippi, |
Arkansas G*or=ia and South Dakota.'
which, in 1004, had only 1.5 per rent.
of Improved rcada only I'r out of every
!'¦> puplla enrolled attended school |regularly. VVhat a 'UrYerenc* good |

l'.- !.;;.. * P*r t-nt." of tneji
jr.u--jo.i t.-; r>ads there has been an I

^ l :¦> \ i l. SB.Vf.iH in

It I r»l '¦- :.'¦ . , r', ,.Al.\
jrneri |n in* v.;; i are!fei'thrisjl e? -r.' i'.r. U.ö*. f>zt U, i
for Prnn.ot:,f. V. , ,.< Äj
rillt nit in fhe !¦/./.'"'\l. Xr-^v U. \

t tillty finwlrtir. In i... ...I men. Senate Alling, r , r.nl:, it,f nloi ,,. -

millet un<, give him hU ol tU»

chairmanships to which ho wns~entttl-
ed by virtue of his seniority.
For example, Penrose, of Pennsyl¬

vania, the third member! of tho Senate
Committee on Finance, In the last Con¬
gress, becomes chairman of that com¬
mittee now because of the retirement
of- Aldrloh. of Rhode Island, and Bur¬
rows, of Michigan. The chairmanship
of Post Ofllces and Post Roads vacated
by Penroso falls to Bourne, of Oregon,
who was the seventh man in the old
committoe, going to tho head because
of tho others who preceded him, for
Burrows, of Michigan^ Scott, .of West
Virginia; Carter, of Montana, and Dick,
of Ohio, havo retired. The only mem-
nter senior to Senator Bourne.Crano,
of Massachusetts.prefers the chair¬
manship of the Committee on littles.
Warren, of Wyoming, gets Appropria¬
tions, because Perkins, of California,
the ranking member, prefers to retain
Naval Affairs. Clapp, of Minnesota,
tifth man on the Committee on Inter¬
state Commerce, becomes chairman,
because Elklns, of West Virginia, Is
dead; Aldrich and Kenn, of New Jer¬
sey, retired, and Cullom, of Illinois,
prefers the chairmanship of the Com¬
mittee on Foreign Relations. This
same procedure Is followed through¬
out the list of committees, whose for¬
mer chairmen havo departed, twelve
In all. There has not been the slight¬
est departure from tho rigid rulo of
seniority.
This plan of promotion does not al¬

ways secure the best men for Import¬
ant places, but It works well on the
whole. It takes advantage of experi¬
ence and eliminates the heart-burnings
and resentments caused by the House
ml hod.

TUB NEW MUNICIPAL ECONOMY.
Tho Lynchburg .Advance says:

"Our future Idea of economy will be
the kind that our more progressive
business men havo already realized.
that real economy Is In so looking
after the cost sheet as to do away with
every item of expense possible for tho
purpose of spending largely on Im¬
provements that will greatly Increase
the service to the people."
Our present Idea of municipal econ¬

omy Is to do things on a small scale

or not do them nt nil.not to spend
money for any.other purposes or In

any other ways than have existed here¬

tofore.
The Advance Is tight about It. The

new economy demands' satisfaction tot¬

al', of the people, and not for a few

officeholders.requires that the luxury
and comfort of tho occupant of the

snug official berth be sacrificed for the

better estate of the plain c'tliens.
Abolition of the fee system Is an es¬

sential part of the scheme for muni¬

cipal economy. We cannot economize

until we have ceased to be spendthrift
in the ordering of our city offices.

WOMEN SMÖKBUS.
How many women In the Crilted

States smoke? A New York cigarette
manufacturer 13 of opinion that no

less than 2,000.000 American women

smoke cigarettes, basing his estimate-

on the consumption of special brands.

The "lady sl/.e." anyway, was consumed

to the amount of 500,000.000 last year,

if :,000;000 women smoked that many

thev use! 259 cigarettes each In the

course of a yenr or less than one

"tacit" the <3ay.
It Is apparent, of course, that any

or.e who averages less than one cigar¬
ette ".he nay Is not a very enthusiastic

User. Ten a day Is a reasonable

amount for the average cigarette
sser. Two million women smoking at

that rate would consume 7,300*000,000
jn f year, or practically

I.:'-.:, times the quantity on which the
manufacturer based his estimate.
The total consumption of manufuc-

iigarettes In the ITnltod States
:r. 1S2< was only 7,875,000,000, and If
.- were doubled by those who make
their own cigarettes, we should have
f. :.'.;.- 0 .0 cigarette smokers, men

;-.:.i women, on the average of ten a

day consumption.
Ohl}' Ordinary observation is needed

10 refute the 2.000,000 estimate. There
are not more than 20.000,000 women In
the country above sixteen years of
r.^":. Docs one In ten smoke? Common
sfc'nsi teils us that the proportion is

like that, und that only a very
Eliihl ;.. . at. of women use tobacco
i.r; any form.

A NORTHERN VII3W.
Tri*» Springfield Republican was so

lnt< ested :n the Stripling case that
ft gave It extended editorial comment,
referring to It as "as remarkable a

as N often found In criminal nn-
nals Our contemporary says in part:

¦'The average man will bo apt to say
thai If the crime hail considerable
provocation, the murderer might now,
f'. r all this demonstration of ability

to become a good citizen, bo let go
without danger to society. Hut if. as
riovornor Brown finds, the murder was.
committed :n deliberation and cold i

one would he compelled to ob¬
serve; thai even an exemplary life ot'i
¦¦..-*¦.;¦ -. ears under danger of dlscov-l

¦-'. might fall nhorl of demonstrating]the murderer had. become a safe!
Ti lo pardon hack Into society, anil,

moreover, we. have to consider that
.he r.ertalnties <>f law tincl Justice are
of Importance enough lo i,e maintained,
at ; they ate- not being maintained

i murderers are rewarded for stic-
'' in e scaping punishment"
If rjovernor Brown erred, it wns on

'.. '."ht side. When there Is possi-
of crirnhial atavism, the benedt

fff ¦'- '5'rt'bt Sliould be given |e> tho
" .' not to the criminal. Pun-

: I-, always corrective in Intent,
.' there: are cages when it must bo

¦ and deterrent.

U certainly looks as if the whole
' :.//.-.' »llc relations will have to

" ' " '1. If not remoulded. The
-t- continually giving new

''¦ husbands and wives, and tho
..* .». a hopeless hash of Inharmon-

'¦>¦. A divorce has been decreed
if \man because his wife spent
" - r.t if,<- money he gave her for

o ¦'. expanses for liod.i water and
.- trn shown Instead, ncKlcci-

''. jftt the "old man's" iiUppcr. in

Texas, a. Judge has decided that the
husband Is responsible for blows
struck by his wife In bin presence, and
that, thereforo, the busband has no
redress If his wife strike hltn over the
head with" a chair. Jn Missouri, It has
beon held that a, woman has a legal
right to kcop tab on her husband's
Into Incomings at night with a cow
bell, and also to pull hie mustache upon
stich occasions as ho may bo very lato.
Furthermore, a Rhodo Island oourt Is
of opinion that a 'than may slap his
wife If ho oatch hor going through
his pockets. In Philadelphia a Judgo
declares that a man who gives his
wlfo all his. salary Is a "shcop." Upon
tho conlltot of rights of husband and
wlfo thoro is certainly contllct of laws.

Tho authorities of .lames City coun¬
ty are to ho congratulated upon their
resolve to restore tho historic court
house at Williamsburg along its orig¬
inal lines, using tho old walls If prac¬
ticable hi pursuance of this purpose.
The out architecture was much more
beautiful than anything that might
havo been offered as a substitute, and
this desire to preserve one of tho me¬
morials of a historic past Is most com¬
mendable.

Stripling will have another chance
when Holte Smith succeeds "Little
.loe" Brown as Governor of Georgia in
June. Governor Brown has taken the
only right view of his case; but Gov¬
ernor Smith Is soft-hearted, and tho
fact thnt Governor Brown has acted
one way will bo almost enough to
make Governor Smith act In a contrary
way.

Sunday will bo "Tuberculosis Sun¬
day" throughout the United States. It
Is asked that the pastors In the sev¬
eral churches In each town and city
devote at least a part of their sermons
to presenting some of the facts science
has demonstrated effective In combat¬
ting tho disease.

Has the cstoomed Index-Appeal yet
decided what color to use In painting
the bottom step of the cellar stairs so
as to keep from falling In his nocturnal
quest of the molasses jug'.'

Voice of the People
liu'inc-v Front thr Northern Neck.

To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Our people In this section are

watching w'th a great deal of .inteio.st
the reports of the work of the com¬
mittees having in charge the raising
of subscription;; lu the stock of tho
Richmond and Northern Neck Rail¬
road. I feel sure that If they could
appreciate how much wo want this
railroad. It would so appeal to til ell'
kindness of bean that they would get
up the amount on this ground; and
If your merchants would appreciate
what obligations wo are going to feel
to them Cor making this road possible
by the sales, that they would at once
subscribe to the stock, and in sufllclonl
quantities to let the builders of the
road go lo work at once.
.We down hero think wo have got a

right good lot of people, and the coun¬
try people are right well off. We have
got some money lo spend, and here¬tofore have been absolutely obliged to!spend It in Baltimore. Now, we areoil thorough Virginians, ami if being,n Virginian means anything It moans
remembering their friends, and we jcertainly want tu know everybody In!Richmond who is helping gel this road!Our ladies nre going to want to knowwho the Broad Street merchants nrethnt have enabled them to get to Rich¬
mond In the morning nnd hnve time
enough to do their shopping and getback home before bedtime. Our coun¬
try .'-lores are going to know who topatronize: our farmers will ho In¬formed as to who think they are
worth while being considered, nnd wedo not believe that any subscriptionwill be mode but what will be thor¬oughly recognised in a most substan¬tial manner. We understand that thereIs every hope that the subscriptionswill soon amount to enough to mnkctills rond n certainty. It has been
talked of for a long time, and fromnil we hear there is more hopo right
now than there bas ever been before.See If you can't get tho Richmond
people to hurry up, because you knowthat when anything Is almost In sighteverybody is a little more anxiousthan at any other time.
The numbor of our people that will

come to the State Fair will very muchastonish the Itlohmond people. Wehave been so absolutely cut off from
our State capital and the balance ofthe Stale thai it makes us more and
more anxious to know them nnd letthem know us, so plcnse continue tho
good work that your pnper has been
doing In getting subscription's lift the
Richmond and Northern Neck Railroad,and lei It not be long before we canhear Hint tho matter has been closed
and the surveyors are at work.

JAM ES SETTLE.Warsaw, Vn.

Hero Worship In Stale Politics.To the Editor of Tho Tlmes-Dlspntch:Sir,. For the lovor of hero worshipVirginia polities han become a veryattractive Held. True It-is that Vir¬ginia hns always loved lo bow nt theshrine of her heroes nnd to pay hom¬
age to her worthy sonn.
This is in a measure legitlmnto, butunique, yet painful. In tho, situation

whore vital Issues of great moment are
wnved aside while the unworthy mo¬tives of personal friendship nnd pastpolitical affiliations decide the people'ssuffrage.
During the Impending content forthe United Slates Senate hundreds of

voters will rally around some "hero" I
and zealously chnmpion Iris cause
simply been lino I hey havo always sup-,
purled Hint one particular mnn for
every oilier to which he has aspired,and think Iba! tu support nny other
now would be Inconsistent.
A fi w men In Virginia hove so

subtly gotten control of the voters (uswell as the u 1 fairs of the Statt!) Hint
they (the people) Hlnnd ready lo obey
orders ul any lime. There are
"heroes" In the Democratic ranks to-
dny who can whip Into linn o sufllclonl
number of voters in enrry through any
scheme I hey denlro,
The "ring" li, ho iieenrely fastened

In the nose or Virginia Democracy and
Hie people have gotten no accunlbniqdlo Its pressure thnt they oven rosonl
being told ihm there In li "ring." .Sure¬
ly "Ephraim lit joined unto bin Idol."
The lain John W. Dftn'Ol WIUI for a

long < hlle Hie hern tit Virginia poll-
ItcH, anil the people voted for him ns
naturally ni' they would perform nny
regular function, never milting one
qUentlori nil lo Hm vlcwii i. yi,ftt|OH "i
lb- en militate, lie wail Ihelr Idol. Even
now "ponce lb bla fishes"were MO
lo atep fot Ui fluni hin rusting place

und demand tho people's suffrage thopresent quartet would talco a "backseat." <..But with his passing thoro came an¬other upon whom tho mantlo hasfallen, tompornrily, ox-Governor Swan-son. When the primary comos thorowill bo a host of voters who will glvohim their support becauso they havoalways dono so, and, as with Mr.Bryan, they hnve formed tho habit.Etttlo muttors It about tho Issues In¬volved.they regard It as an obliga¬tion. Thoy guard his lntcrost withJealous caro, somo ovon referring tohim (is "My man, Swanson," as If ho
wcro their personal acquisition. '
Strang» indoed Is It that somo monwill allow u6 trifling und Insignificant

motlvos ns personal regard and pastaffiliations to determine their coursosin matters of such great Importance!
Sad, yet truo, 's it that in blindlyfollowing our political heroes we often

lose sight of tholr chaructors and
capabilities. I once heard a prominent
politician sny in discussing tho candi¬
dacy of a member of our last legis¬lature: "Oh, yes, ho is ti rascal: but
bo's our rascal."
How long will wo hearken unto tho

buglo call of party heroes, real or
Imaginary, worthy or unworthy, whllo
the Interests of tho State continue to
suffer? W. S. T.

Ullalneo, Va.

IlO Let Vu Know.
To the Editor of The Tlines-Dlspntch:
Sir,.The,writer has noticed to-day

on your editorial, page a card signed
"Veteran." The Inquiry It carries Is
timely and pertinent. As a comrade of
"Vetoran," I am also anxious to know
If nio erstwhile glowing, grand and
beautiful proposition of a prospective'
Battle Abbey or Confederate Memorial
Institute be "Lost, Strayed or Stolen."!
Those of us who are left know full
well how time Is ruthlessly dealing
with tho remnant of that "thin gray
lino" that inado so much heroic his¬
tory more than twoscoro years agt.

If our ueeds und our history' are
to bo commemorated, perpetuated In
the shape and manner indicated, why
so much delay In the consummation
so devoutly wished and hoped for, and
somo months ago greatly exploited?

For a number of years we have boon
told that the necessary sum or amountof money has been In hand. In tho
banks, and drawing a small rate of
Interest. I am suro that 1 express
tho wish of every comrade and veteran
when I aay let tho small accumulation
of interest promptly cease, and let the
principal,, at onco be put In action on
the "llrlng line,' so we can see the
good work going on In truo earnest¬
ness.
We all believe that the trustees, the

committee who have ,ln charge the
erection and completion of tho Con¬
federate Memorial Institute, are. goodand true men. They are comrades and
veterans. Sureiy they must feel us
wo do; they must also desire to wit¬
ness the completion of our ValhallaIn their lifetime. Are they not pledgedto a faithful and honest completion ofthe great work Intrusted to thorn? Do
not they also recognize the fact thatthey are mortals, and not Immunefrom the "vanishing act," now eo rap-Idly closing the last or Una I scene inthe grand tragedy that for four yearsshook the social und civic foundutlonof a great republic? The writer Is Infull sympathy with the purport of theInquiry of "Veteran." Ho will lookfor and expect the Information anx¬iously awaited by all survivors of thefamous "thin gray line."

Tills is a most particular matter, Inwhich time, time. Is the greatest, mostImportant factor. If this time be atthe disposal, subject to tho will and
power of tho trustees, are they notresponsible to their comrades for tin.proper manner and method of Its useSurely this matter must appeal tothorn In the Identical way and spirit itdocs to all of us, and that when ourunited Interest Is tho same.

COM HADE.Richmond. April 27.

Excessive l>i'».
To the Editor of The Tlmcs-Dlspatch:Sir,."I have never heard of suchcharges as they make in Virginia forregistration of papers, and to be per¬fectly frank 1 do not 'ntend to dobusiness in a State charging such
amount for so little work." This: was
recently written by a North Carolinaland dealer to a land seller here.The papers and receipts show thatMr. T. E. Roberts, of Chase City, soldIn March to W. F. Homer, of NorthCarolina, a tract of '_'.nhO ncres of land,200 acres of which were in Oreencsvlllecounty, Vu., and remainder 'n North¬
ampton county, N. C. Consideration,SI6,600. Conveyance of whole In onedeed required recording In both States.Then deed of Horner for same to Roa-
noke Realty Cmpany. The clerk's
charges In Virginia for the two deeds
were $30.50, and In North Carollnn for
the Identical deeds f4.-10.
Tho charges for recording deed of

I rust securing deferred payments on
the snme property in Virginia were
$S.:iO, and In North Carolina. $3. Totnl
for all charges by cleric In Virginiafor above papers, S-ll.SO, and total byclerk in North Carolina for same, $7.-10.
Of which the clerk In Virginia receives
for his fees, $7: commissioner of Reve¬
nue for transferring, $1; Slato of Vir¬
ginia for taxes, $3G.R0. Total, SI4.SO.

AVho.n there Is such an Inequality In
charges In two adjo'nlng States buyers
of Virginia lands are amazed at what
wc call recording and they term regis¬
tration fees.
According lo Virginia laws, the

above charges appear to he correct,
but should not the next Legislature
rnnkc them more In accordance with
the reasonable charges of tho enlight¬
ened Stnte of North Carolina and glvo
every Inducement for land Investment
in our State?
Hundreds of North Cnrollnn farmers

have located In this county, Mecklen¬
burg, in the last few years, and when
they place their deeds on record aro
astonished at the fees demanded. Some¬
times n small matter will break up a
financial transaction of considerable
mngnlludo. TTIOS. D. .1EFFRESS.
Chase City.

Clinnge the City Ooverniuenl.
To the Editor of Tho Tlmcs-Dlspatch:

.Sir,.The editorial in Tho Times-
Dispatch of to-day, marked "Two
Weeks," is well worth the attention
of the citizens of "Greator" Richmond.
1 havo been keenly interested In the
nohlc efforts of your paper to arouse
the public lo n sense of their duty. I
believe 95 per cent, of our pooplo do-
slro n change of our city government.
The 5 per cent, or less composo tho
office-holders; they, of course, would
rather not. J am anxious to do my
part to bring to pass a change of gov¬
ernment, and will Join with fifty-two
others to have this editorial published
every <lav for lwo,ve months, so that
It might bo road by every man, woman
and child In "Richmond.

W. C. MA HONE.
Richmond.

^

Error Corrected.
To the. Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:
Sir.In mv loiter published this

morning, signed "A Citizen," there Is
an error made by the stenographer in
that I statod that tho land at the Stato
farm coat ?11,000. It should havo boon,
"about" »18,000. A CITIZEN.
Richmond.

"Sock mill IliintUn." 1
What 1b the ineunlnE of "sock andbuskin." relating to tbo theatre, andthe name of a local druinutlu cluli?

B. a."Sock" was the namo given to thoshoes formerly worn by comedians.Dusklns wore hlgh-hceled shoes wornby trugodluns, to glvo them tho ap¬pearance of, groator height. Drydchrefers to both In his lines:
"Great Flotcher novcr treads in buskins

liere,Norgreator Jonson dares in socks ap¬
pear."

The Trade Dollar.
Plcnso print a sketch of the tradedollar: when (irrt issued, why, etc.

W. II.Tho trade dollar was authorized byCongress In 1S73 for tho purpose ofstimulating commerce with the Orient.For many years the Mexican silver dol¬lar had been u highly valued coin Innearly all far Eastern countries. Hun¬dreds of millions of them were ship¬ped to China, Japan, tho Philipplucsand other countries in that part of thoworld, to pay for tho products export¬ed from -them to Europe anil thoUnited States.
American lawmakers thought that acoin of practically the same weightand slr.o ns tho Moxlcan dollar, bearingthe Imprint of the United States, couldbe ukoiI advantageously as a substitutefor the Mexican dollar.lu tho fivo years beginning with1S73 the United States Mint producedncurly 36.OfjO.0U0 of these dollars. Mustof them wero exported, but enough ofthem remained In this country to beembarrassing because of their similar¬ity to the standnrd silver dollar, andIn 1S87 Congress provided that i r sixmouths 'thereafter all trade dollarspresented to the Treasury should boexchanged for standard silver dollars,and after that time the trade dollarswere left to shift for themselves, be¬ing worth only their metal value, pluswhatever premium coin collectors mightbe willing to pay for them. Nearly s.-I'OO.'J'JO of them were redeemed, midwhen the period for redemption endedonly 2S4,nS7 of them remained In thiscountry, less than l per cent, of thelitimber that had been coinedThe trade dollars have on one s|d*a sitting ilgur« of the Goddess of Lib¬erty, on the other an eagle of n dif¬ferent <lc?ir;ri from that on the stand¬nrd dollar. Tho Inscription is "UnitedSlates of America, Trade Dollar, 420graln«. :>(tii line"
The standard silver dollar weighs

.1
412 1-2 grains. The weight of theMexican dollar is 417.70 grains, «>ut'J7.27 per cent, of it Is pure silver, suthai though It weighs less Its molulvaluo is. uhout 7 per cent, more thanthat of thu old trado dollar. Probablythis Is the reason the trado dollarnever made u bit with the people ortho fur East.
"Xcar" nud "Off'' Side.

I'lnaso toll mo which |3 the "near"and "off" aldo of a horse. O. P.The left side of u horso 1b called his"near" side, and tho right Bide hisi'.off" side. The terms arc derivedfrom tho times when tho driver of the,horses In u vehicle walked by theirside. In order that bin right handmight be Instantly uvallablo lu cano ofneed, he ulways walked on the loft ofhis horses Tho near sldo of a horsowas therefore that nearest his driver,and tho off side thu furthest off.
Highen* .Mountain.
Which Is tho highest mountain, Ml.Everest or Ml. Hercules, on the lsluof Pnpau, and slate the number of feetdifference? SUBSCRIBER.Tho highest mountain Is believed tobe Doodhuugn, or Everest, one of thuHimalayas, 29,002 feet. We cannot giveyou the height of Ml. Hercules.

Antigone ami Mythologr.
1. Will you tell me the history of th«*statue named Antigone? Also correctpronunciation of same?2. Will you glvo me tho title of a.good "mythology," one complete enoughto glvo me a clear Idea of the? namesand legends of tho characters wo seoconstantly In pictures and statuary?

HEADER.1. Antigone.pronounced an-tlg-o-no.with tho accent on tho second sylla¬ble.In Creek legend, a daughter ofOcdlpur. Sho accompanied her father,as a faithful daughter. In his wander¬ings unlit his death at Colonus. Shethen returned to Thebes. According toSophocles, Hnemon. the son of Croon,fell In love with her. Contrary to theedict of Croon, .'die burled the hodyOf her brother Polynlccs, who had beenslain in single combat with his brotherHleoclcs, find (according to SophpClCS)wns shut up In a subterraneous cave,where she perished by her own hand.Hnemon also slew himself. Other ac¬counts rif her life and death are 'given.2. Bullfinch's "Age of Kable" pre-tcnts mythology In a very nttracilvnliterary form It may be obtained atany book store In an illustrated edi¬tion. It Is used as n text-book,In manyof the private schools

DUKE GEORGE'S WIFE
~

IS FORMER ACTRESS
UV I,A MAftUUISR I1H FONTKNOY.

, UK octogenarian Duke < Seorgo u.I of Saxe-'Melnlngcn enjoys they distinction of being the onlyreigning sovereign lo-driy who
has a morganatic consort. Things were
different In ihn nineteenth century,when muny of Iiis brother rulers were
inoreanutically allied to women who
were debarred by the Inferiority oftheir birth from sharing their - hus-hand's throne or honors, TI1113, there
wer.» Emperor Alexander II. of Russia,whose widow. Catherine Dolgorouka Inow Princess Vourleitska, is still aliveKing Frederick William ill. of Prus¬sia, whose left-handed consort, Count¬ess llSrruch. had Leon created by himPrincess Eleghttz; King Victor Em¬manuel 1 i. of Italy, who married aPiedmontesc peasant woman. RoslnaV crccllanu, whom he created CountessMlradorl; King Frederick VII. of Den¬mark, whose ex-modiste wile, Lou'soRasmussen, .'.led as Countess Danner;and King William 1. of the Nether¬lands, who married inorganatlcullyCountess Henriette d'Oultremont. be¬longing to <,ne of the greatest housesof the Belgian aristocracy.The Duke of Suxe-Molningen, noweighty-five ycitrs of age, has been threetimes married. His first wife wasPrincess Charlotte of Prussia, by-whoinlie had a son, Prince Bernard. FieldMarshal of the Prussian army, andmarried 10 the Kaiser's eldest sis¬ter. His second wife, whom hemarried In 1858. was Princess Febdorof Hohenlohe, favorite niece of QueenVictoria; being a daughter of the hit¬ter's half-sister. Thirteen months af¬ter her death, he married inorganatlcal¬ly an actress of the celebrated Snxc-MclnlIlgen Court Theatre, Helen Franz,whom he created on the occasion of hiswedding Baroness Hnldbiirg.The ceremony took place in the lltUo.village church of Schweina; and on t.»e«eel Ving til" notification thereof, all thelliembers of the aristocracy holding ofrlice at the court of Saxo-Melnthgoh; re¬signed; while, the leading members of
society in t lie little, one-horse capitalof Melnltigcn, ostentatiously "cut" thebaroness when they met her In theStreet, mid even went so far as to turntheir backs upon her.

Still more ridiculous was the atti¬
tude of the stout colonel of the Prus¬sian regiment of lnfunlry stationed atMelnlngcn. For In order to escape hav¬ing to salute her. even by touching his
cap, as he had he.cn accustomed to do
while she was still on the stage, ho on
one memorable occasion sought to hide,
himself behind a treo; and as the lat¬
ter was spare, and he himself was fut,he presented a singularly comical ap¬
pearance. On the following day. the
duke sent his A. D. C. to Berlin, to
complain to old Emperor William, who
at once gave directions that all ofll-
cors should salute the baroness, with!the. hand to/the .cap, and punished the
colonel by placing him on the retired
list of the army.
The hnroness has been accorded by

her husband official precedence, before,
all women at the ccyirt of Melnlngcn
who are not of princely rank, and as
such its the' "pas" of countesses, no
mntier how hlue-bloodcd their ances¬
try. The duke, moreover Insists that
every one visiting his court should ac¬
cord to the hnroness the respect and
courtesy duo to his wife, regardless of
the question whether-she Is or Is not
of rovnl birth. It is owing to this thpt
so few of the reigning houses visit
Moinlngen, and that Is the only sov¬
ereign state of the 'C.erman Empire
which the present Kaiser has never
visited since his accession to Iho
throne. J _ ,Princess Charlotte of Prussia, the
wife of the Crown Prince of Haxe-Meln-
ingen, n singularly witty, sensible and
charming "woman, gets on capitally,
however, with her father-in-law's mor¬
ganatic wife, anil Is frequently at
Melnlngcn. I may add that the ninrrl-
nge of the old duke has been a very
happv one. and that although ho has
boen woddod to Baroness lloldburg tor
close upon forty years, they are still
a vory united couple.
Gcnornl Sir Alfred Gnselce, who has

boon retired from the English army on
Iho. score of age, boars a name familiar
to many Americans, as having com¬
manded the. British contingent of the.
International force dispatched to Chirm
some night or nine years ago, frtr the
relief of tho foreign legations at Pnkln.
He la a i\ejphRW of Churlcs Dickons'?.

"Mr. Justice Starelclgh,". who presided»i [ho celebrated breach of promiseIrlal of "Bardcil versus Pickwick.'' Theanalogy between the names of Stare-Plgh and Oaselce would be more readi¬ly apparent If tho latter name wer.,spelt as it is pronounced, with a .../."sound, tlint Is lo say. as ''Oazoloc,'! in¬stead of on "s."
Sir Alfred, who saw his first servicein the campaign against the .lowalt!.-.In India, more than fifty years ano. hailno greater admirer than the Gormanfield marshal, the lato Count WsIdorsee,who had plenty of occasion to observehim, during the march to Pekln amiwho expressed at tho time his surprisethat to wood a man, and so cnpahle an ¦

oil! should have hud no hluher com¬mand than that of a mere brigade, liewould have been high up on the Gen¬eral .Stall', according to Count Wnldcr-v:ec. hud he been a German.H.v lights Sir Alfred should have.-ue.ceded Lord Kitchener as general¬issimo of the forces In India. Rutthanks to the jealousies, the Intrigue*and the inconceivable ineptitude thathave characterized the Hoard of Selec¬tion for commands, since tho retire¬ment therefrom of the Dilko of Con-naught, his name was passed over, andthe present commamlor-ln-chief, SirO'Moorc Creagh. was appointed in hisstead, greatly to the disappointment of
most of the officers and men who have
seen service In India; first and fore¬most nmontf them being Lord Kitchenerhimself, w
The mention above of Charles Dlck-

ens's cause eelebre. "Bnrdcll versusPickwick." recalls the fact that" thereIs a bona-fide lawsuit on record, of"Brooke versus Pickwick," where thedefendant was the well known coachproprietor of Bath, Mr. Pickwick, fromwhom the novelist avowedly look thename of his Immortal hero. The ac¬tion, however, was not one for breachof promise, but lo recover damagesfor the loss of u trunk, and the presid¬ing Judge was. oddly enough, JudgeGaselee, the uncle of General Sir Al¬fred Gaselee. The latter was educat¬
ed at Felstcl School, which dates backlo tho time of the Roformnlion, and
to which Oliver Cromwell sent his sonRichard to bo educated. Tho greatProtector must himself have often been
In the quaint old Essex village, wherethe school hus been located for manyhundred years, ns his fathcr-in-lnw'shome was only a short distance away.

Honors ni'6 crowding thick and fast
upon England's Secretary of Stnto forAVar, Richard ITaldnne. Recently ho
was raised to the peerage as Viscount.Ilnldnno. And now he Is lo bo ap¬pointed a member of the Judicial Com¬mittee of the Privy Council, which inthe final court of nppeal. not merelyof the United Kingdom, but of the en¬tire British Empire. This carries withIt the right of silting as an ordinaryLord of Appeal In the House ofLords» Theoretically, all poors aTo
entitled lo be In the House of Lords
when It Is ntttlnt/ as a Court of Ap¬peal. But they nre debarred from tak¬ing any part In the actual delibera¬tions, unless they have held high Judi¬cial olTice.
The only instance of n peer sltllh.'rns a Lord of Appeal In Hie 1-foNtse ofLords who has not previously held of¬

fice as ellhot' Lord High Chancellor or
us n judge Is that of Lord James ofHereford, who had, however, been ai-
torney-gonoral. Lord Haldano has
never held any legal office, before bo-
coming Secretary of Stale fof War.having up to (hat time been an ordi¬
nary member of the senior bar, withthc'TUular rank of King's Counsel. It
Is by making li'in a member of theJudicial Committee of Ihe Privy Coun¬
cil that he will now be enabled to sit
as n Lord of Appeal in the House of
Lords.
(Copyright, 1911, by Ihe Brentwood

Company;)
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